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_ THE CONSTITUTION AND THE ANTI-POLYGAMIC ACT. 
/ 


(From the Salt Lake Daily Telegraph.) 


‘n a former article entitled, ‘‘ The 
Government and Polygamy,” attention 
was drawn to the utter impossibility 
of a repudiation of polygamy as an 
article of Mormon faith, and the utter 
inconsistency of any such demand. 
We propcse now to show that the 
principal features in the Anti-Poly- 
gamic Act, are themselves violations 
of constitutional enactments respecting 
religion and the right of private judg- 
facto character, and 

ack of any moral purpose as an 
for ite 

t will need no argument here to 

aged that this Act was a blow speci- 

y directed against the peculiar faith 
Veh of the inhabitants of 
M4 Territory, for, when introduced, 
wes openly avowed as such. Itisa 

polygamy in the Terri- 
: of the United States. Utah is 
al erritory, and the only one that 

ws the practice of polygamy, and 

€ had announced it as of the 
religious creed of her inhabitants. 
5 ow, the Constitution of the United 
‘ates—the highest law the nation 


knows—declares that ‘‘ Congress si 

make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of a religion, or forbidding the 
free exercise thereof :” it also pro- 
hibits any invasion of the right of 
private judgment, both of w ee ye 
visions, we maintain, are vV10 in 
the intention of this Act—the “ free 
exercise” of the Mormon religion 1s 


the Lord; joy and 
—IsAIAH,. 


‘‘ prohibited,” and the right of private _ 


judgment on the question of 
and social morality supp ‘ 
At the passage of the Act, po 
was an avowed portion of the Mormon 
religion, and ‘had been so for many 


years. It was no new dogma tempo- 


rally instituted, but was an accepted 
docttinn of the entire Mormon Church 
throughout the Territory ; moze than 
this, so far back as the publication of 
the Book of Mormon—a fact which 


receded the existence of the Church .- 


itself—it was 


ublished in that book 
which is held b 


y the Mormons as the : 


basis of so much of their faith, 
| the heavens reserved to the 


to introduce polyg 
a reservation 
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than thirty years before the passage of 
the law in question, in the following 
words :— 


*“*Hearken to the words of the Lord, for 
there shall not any man among you have 
more than one wife; and concubines he 
shall have none; for I, the Lord God, 
delighteth in the chastity of women. And 
whoredoms are an abomination before me ;” 
e « « “For,if I will, saith the Lerd 
of Hosts, raise up seed unto me, I will 
COMMAND my people; OTHERWISE, they 
shall hearken unto these things.”"[—Book of 
Jacob, chap. II, par. 6. 

Polygamy, as a divine command, 
was publicly propounded as an exist- 
ing part of Mormonism throughout 
America and Europe, from the pulpit 
and the press, and in Washington city 
itself, while Congress was in session, 
ten years before the Act was passed. 
All dissatisfied with polygamy had 
had over that period to leave the 
Church ; and, at the date of the enact- 
ment, no one was held in full fellow- 
ship who disavowed belief in the doc- 
trine as a divine command. 

Thus was polygamy at the passage, 
of the Act, held by the Mormons as a 
divine law, but it was further sancti- 
fied to their feelings by their under- 
standing of the laws of purity, and the 
requisitions necessary for the preserva- 
tion of society. Notwithstanding, 
many think, because the Mormons 
believe in a doctrine which goes by the 
name of polygamy, that they, there- 
fore, endorse polygamy, as generally 
understood—such an idea is griqrously 
incorrect. 

The Mormon faith more directly 
condemns marriage — polygamic or 
otherwise—entered into for mere pur- 

2s of license, than any other. e 
icentious polygamy of the East is in 
the eye of the Mormon religion, an 
abomination. It is polygamy only 
when rendered subservient to laws of 
chastity ; polygamy, as used with a 
purpose to the purity of women; 
polygamy, in a word, as consecrated 
to the increase of the race in conditions 
of life, health and happiness, that the 
religion of the Mormons sustains. 
Polygamy of no other kind has any 
ack sanction, as the scores of 
thousands of Latter-day Saints, among 
whom this article ci tes, will testi- 
They endorse no other. They 
ed belief to Mormon polygamy 
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because it was based on these and 
similar considerations ; and, further, 
practice of polygamy thus regula 
they can alone hope to build u aa 
munity free from the leprosy of prosti- 
tution, which, more or less, infects all 
monogamic communities. 

Polygamy, it will thus be seen, was 
with the Mormons a matter of religi- 
ous law, and in their judgment, a 
moral obligation. These facts were 
well known at the passage of the Act. 
It was, therefore, a doubly unconsti- 
tutional enactment, as it was not only 
a direct invasion of the sanctity of 
religious belief, but an attack upon 
the right of private judgment. It 
amounted to an effort to force down 
upon the Mormons a lower standard 
of purity than they desired, and it 
was, virtually, a command that they 
should inaugurate restrictions which 
they held would fill their cities with 
prostitutes, and debase them as 4 
people—requisitions that can never be 
enforced, or the Constitution is lost 
forever to the American people asa 
protector of religious freedom. Where 
will its grand declaration, ‘‘ Congress 
shall make no law respecting an esta- 
blishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof,” apply, if 
not in this case? If a religion is not 
interfered with when its ordinances 
and laws of purity are crushed out of 
existence, and a whole territory of 
believers are commanded to disobey 
them, how much will it take to inter- 
fere with the free exercise of a religion! 
Aside from prejudice and individual 
opinion, every right-minded person 
will admit that, however unpopular 
these religious laws of the Mormons, 


based as they are to them, on such 


high considerations, they are pro 
by the Constitution, or it protects 
nothing at all. 

And now for another phase of the 
injustice and unconstitutionality of 
this Act. Congress is ially for- 
bidden to pass an ex-post facto law. It 
is true that the law before us is not 
ex-post facto, so far as the punishm 
of polygamic relations, entered inte 
before its is concerned ; but it 
is ex-post facto in a wider and more 
injurious sense, 


Mormons, as we have show? 


~ 
| 
| 
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were known to be irrevocably com- 
mitted to polygamy not only as a law 


of purity, but as connected with their 
hopes of eternal life itself. It was 


well known that the Mormons could 
not deny their most sacred ordinances, 
or strip themselves of convictions of 
the will of Heaven, demonstrated in 
their estimation as true in a thousand 
ways. It was clear enough that they, 
whose understanding of the require- 
ments of the Almighty led them to 
dare the horrors of life in an untried 
wilderness, would be compelled to abide 
the results of the same convictions 
when opposed by unconstitutional 
enactments. It was known, we say, 
that the Anti-Polygamic law was one 
that the Mormons could no more obey 
and still be Mormons, than the Catho- 
lics could repudiate their priesthood 
and still be Roman Catholics. The 
law was, therefore, ex-post facto, in 
the sense that it was intenaed to legi- 
slate the Mormons into disobedience 
to the law, whether they would or 
not. It is framed to leave the Mor- 
mons only a choice between disobedi- 
ence to their God or the law—in a 
word, it was planned to force them 
into an attitude of disobedience, that 
it might afterwards punish them as 
criminals. Is it constitutional, we 
ask, to legislate American citizens 
into such a fearful alternative as the 
one in which this act was intended to 
lace the Mormons? If it is, then the 
/onstitution, with its grand declara- 
tions about equal rights and religious 
liberty, is a mockery and a farce, and 
right and wrong are useless words for- 
ver. 

And while we say this much, we are 
far from viewing these unjust effects of 
the Anti-Polygamic law, as an ex- 
pression of the will of the of 
the nation. Every statesman knows 
that laws, although they are . 
do not always represent the 
the majority of the legislators, but that 
they are sometimes slipped through 
Congress by a series of legislative 
tricks. Those, however, who mancsu- 
this bill through the Hoase—a 
cass of disappointed politicians, who 

eclared that pol was “hard on 
them knew well that they were 
flee for ‘the Mortmona‘to 

into, Finding that there was no” 
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ish him for 
lives with her at all—a novel'mode 
attaini 


renders punishable, is the gi 
e honorable namé 
that it | 
in the Territory ~ 


women 
E 


ring an 
And now we a ioe that t | 
so vilely intended by those who im- 
posed it on Co has not even the 
pretence of a mo to sane- 
tion its unjust ulrements. ie 
t argument which has been ned 
in its behalf, is the necessity for a) 
preservation of the purity of the maz 
tion. But there is no purity required | 
by the Act. It simply requires men) 
not to MARRY more than one Wwomal., 
There is no purity or impurity im a@) 
marriage ceremony, neither is there im” 
merely acknowledging a woman 
sixth wife, and that is all that is for — 
greater purity of life, an < 
sidered impure, it would forbid men: 
living with more than one Woman, 


marriage or no 
This it does not do, but, on the con=s 
, while it will allow s man to live . 


in the most licentious manner with & 


woman without marrying, it will pun=_ 
her if he never 


live with ~ 


partly, 
The right of one man to 


any number of women, is unquestioned. - 
by this law, ee 
considered 

in dishonor. 


rovided the children are 

and the women held | 
alone which it: 
these. . 
wite. 


lawyer knows 
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obey, they & at wor 
and fram this Act, ith 
conld not ; and now, thes me illi stri- 
ous jugglers hold up their hands ° 
holy horror, as at the resnis 
have achieved. Posterity wil 
declare that to the extent that neglege 
of this law is a wrong, the origmmatomy: 
of the act were themselves the p rent 
of the wrong. sgitimate or ba ard, 
| 
to remain in her present associations, 
| while every y contin 
to live as he does at present OF 
sin—provided the women Wi 
upon themselves a 
and the men claim them om _ 
treases. It is, 
"al or amined, 
but it is: the 
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which is to Mormons always a reli- 
gious rite, which the Act denounces ; 
that part, in fact, which the Consti- 
tution forbids Congress to meddle 
with altogether. There is one consi- 
deration alone which exposes the 
makedness of this Act as to any moral 
pu or utility, and utterly ex- 
plodes the pretences about purity 
raised in its favor, and that is this :— 
Omit the ceremony, cut out the reli- 
gion, and the Mormous may live with 
the same women, and as many more 
as they choose, unmolested by it for- 
ever. 

There is found in the Act another 
enactment to which we have not pre- 
viously referred, and that is, a decla- 
ration to the effect, that no religious 
organization shall hold under its con- 
trol over a specified sum of property ; 
an artful provision launched for the 
benefit of the Latter-day Saint Ciur: h, 
with the direction of whose funis, 
under a general head, it was intended 
to conflict. 

While we have little fear for the re- 
sult of this Act, as far as the Mormons 
are concerned, there is one reflection, 
however, which it inspires. The un- 
heeding zealots who concocted the law, 
do not know the power of precedents 
in national history. They donot seem 
to realize that with every binding law 
with which they may seek toencircle the 
Mormons, they virtually engird them- 
selves and their posterity. 

These unconstitutional interferences 
of Congress with the rights of the Mor- 
mons were, of course, intended to be 
limited to them, but it will not be so. 
The door once opened to enable the 
legislature to interfere with religious 
ordinances, and that self-control of 
funds and orgamization which has ever 
been considered the right of religious 
bodies, thenceforth, every church 
organization in America will simply 
hold its own on the tenure of the 
popular will. We dare affirm that in 
the precedents they have established, 
instead of simply crippling the Mor- 
mons, they have Bm away their own 
rights as American citizens. 

And now let us review the Anti- 
Polygamic law: we have seen that it 
is compounded of flagrant violations 
ef the most sacred provisions of the 
Constitution ; that it was bolstered 
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into existence for an iniquitous pur- 
; that it forbids no crime, bei 

lind to the subject of illicit inter- 
course or social impurity, but that it 
was specially framed, and carefully 
worded, to strike at a certain form of 
religious rites and church organization, 
and is, as a precedent, dangerous in 
the extreme to the rights and liberties 
of the American people. 

We have further seen that while 
polygamy has with the Mormons the 
importance of a divine command, it 
is not viewed as a matter of divine in- 
dulgence, but that it is held as being 
given by God, associated with such 
regulations and guiding principles as 
tend to make it, so far as the passions 
are concerned, rather a law of restric- 
tion than otberwise. That polygamy 
is, in the minds of the Mormons, 
founded on a regard to right and con- 
scientiousness, instead of being in- 
dulged in from licentious motives, is 
proved by the fact that all the license 
in the world is left open to them, if 
they will consent to abolish the sacred 
ties of husband and wife, and hold 
their associations on unhallowed 
grounds. A licentious people could 
as easily evade this Act as any law 
ever made beneath the sun. They 
have but to change the names of rela- 
tionships, and cut out the holy obliga- 
tions demanded by their religion, and 
the thing is done—with a big premium 
in the way of a State Government, 
huge pre-emption rights, d&c., and the 
friendship of all the world thrown in! 
Why turn from all this so easily ob- 
tained, and endure the scoffs and 
sneers of all around, and face from 
year in to year out, bloody-minded 
threats of extermination continually 
held over them, if conscience be not 
in the matter ? 

Now, the enactment before us, 50 
far as its application to the Mormons 
is concerned, is calculated to crush out 
this conscience, and to subject those 
who act under its influence to fines 
and imprisonment. It strips from the 
Mormons the right to judge what 1s 
pure and impure. No liberties more 
sacred to the human mind could be 
attacked, than this act assails when 
—" to Mormon polygamy. 

_ The great question is, what does 
the Constitution protect, if not the 
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| mons in their faith, 
and | stretched to cover the Thug, the Him 


ight to judge right from wrong ; the 
right to judge what God requires, 
the right to obey those convictions ? 
Is its restrictive command to Congress 
a mere sham, intended only to protect 
religion when it happens to be popv- 
lar, and therefore needs no protection? 


Or was it designed to cover every | gard 


principle held in the mind as sacred, 
unquestioning whether it be held cor- 
rectly or not, but protecting it on the 
simple ground that it is religion—a 
protection given by the founders of 
the Constitution, because they realized 
that religious convictions cannot be 
legislatively interfered with without 
endangering the liberties of mankind? 
Themselves the descendants of an il- 
lustrious line of victims to govern- 
mental interference for conscience 
sake, they certainly intended to pre- 
vent the recurrence of such acts. They 
aimed to effect this much through the 
establishment of the Constitution, but 
we believe they had a wider view and 
a nobler purpose still. 

They evidently saw in the seeds of 
liberty they planted, the future tree 
under whose wide-spreading and pro- 
tecting branches ‘‘all the fowls of hea- 
ven should lodge.” Doubtless they 
foresaw that, in its growth and destiny, 
the American nation would naturally 
become a place of refuge, an asylum 
where men from every nation, and, 
consequently, of every creed, would 
come to taste the sweets of equal 
nghts; and, in preparation for that 
mission of the nation, put it out of the 
power of Congress to legislate the re- 
presentatives of any nation off the 
American soil because of their mode 
of worshiping God. This is the spirit 
which glows in the Constitution. It 
knows neither nationality nor creed, 
and it never can be wrested to sanction 
the crushing out of the hearts and souls 
of the people of an American Territory, 
a faith based on a lofty sense of right, 
the sincerity of which has been proved 
through confiscation, exile and death. 

One word more in closing. In this 
appeal to the protective edicts of the 
Constitution, it is not n to 
suppose that if they protect the Mor- 


liberty to al. 


they need 


doo murderer, or any self-evident 
wrong-doer of any kind. Tt is neg 
asked that the Constitution protect 
polygamy which d es women to 
creatures of m Insts,” or 
s them as chattels”—they are liars 
to their teeth who assert such things 
of Mormon polygamy. Mormonism 
holds women—when associated with & 
pure and holy life—as sources of eter 
nal life and glory to man, and as tie 
most valuable jewels of his existenée 
here or hereafter. It gives woman @ 
higher destiny than any other faith om 
earth. It furnishes more reasons Way” 
she should be loved, honored and pro= 
tected ; why she should be noble 
and highminded; and shows more 
abundantly why she should not bem 
‘slave to her hasband’s passions,” OF 
her own either, than all the religions 
in the world put ther. And @ 
provides a method to her promptly 
from any man who may seek to makey 
her such. | 
Notwithstanding these facts, 
fanatics may persuade Oongress ‘3 
array the strength of the natiem 
against Mormon polygamy. 
may persuade the Government to Mie; 
vest military power in their hands te] 
that end. Should such an event 6ver 
occur, they will come with a rent and 
violated Constitution in their hands, 
prepared to stain the whiteness of the 
national escutcheon. They will come 
to inaugurate a precedent, by which 
sect may war upon sect, and ‘the 
foundation for a reign of rehgious® 
terrorism, and blast the greatest glory © 
“Unthioking big k to de 
nthinki igots may see 
all this, but we believe a mightier 
veice than theirs has decreed that the > 


Constitution shall never need sup 
| porters, and that its children shall 


never abase it in the dust, but thatim 
unclouded brightness it shall float 
down the stream of ages, ever reniem= 
bered as the first ex on 

‘religions 


national will whi 


For a man to say that he can never change his opinion, is either 
‘00 obstinate to be taught by experience, or that he claims 


to imply 
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MINUTES OF A GENERAL COUNCIL. 


MINUTES OF A GENERAL COUNCIL 
HELD IN FARM STREET CHAPEL, BIRMINGHAM, COMMENCING 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 1866. 


(Continued from page 84.) 


Monday, 10 a.m. 

Council opened by singing the hymn, 
‘When first the glorious light of 
truth.” Prayer by Elder William D. 
Williams. Hymn sung, ‘‘O Zion, 
when I think of thee.” 

Elder John V. Hood read the 
minutes of the ge meeting, 
which were received as correct. 

President Young stated that Elder 
Seth A. Pymm had desired the privi- 
lege of returning home on account of 
ill health, which was granted to him. 
He had been previously appointed to 

reside over the Hull Conference, but 
be (President Young) proposed that 
Elder James A. Cunningham be ap- 
pointed to preside over that Confe- 
rence until emigration, and Elder 8. 
A. Pymm be released to return home. 


The several motions were unanimously 
carried. 


ated with me in the ministry, although 
they are good men; but, to the ex- 
ertions of the local Priesthood, who 
are connected with the various Bran- 
ches of the Conference, and I know 
that a good work will yet be done in 
these lands, if we will only remain 
faithful and preserve ourselves from 
the temptations and evil influences 
that are around us. 

Elder John Nicholson said—I began 
my labors in the ministry in the 
Sheffield District, where I travelled 
under the Presidency of Elder Joseph 
Bull; my labors ing principally 
confined to the Hull Conference. 
During the time I labored there, about 
eight months, we held out-door meet- 
inys from which good resulted, many 
being baptized. I presided next over 
tke Sheftield Conference, and vad 
enced much pleasure and benefit 


Elder William R. Smith said—I; my associations with the brethren 


cannot express the feelings which I | there. 


I was next called upon to 


experience in occupying the position I | preside over the Birmingham Confe- 


ao, but can sa 
greatly in my labors in this country. 
I have been agreeably disappointed in 
my expectations regarding the people, 
and have received more kindness, both 
from Saints and strangers, and pro- 
tection from the civil authorities, than 
-I had anticipated. I have never en- 
joyed myself more than in meeting 
with the Elders here in Birmingham, 
and will strive continually to have the 
spirit of my calling, and do what is 
required of me by the servants of God, 
so that the blessing of heaven may 
continually attend me. I know that 
all who take this course will prosper, 
and there is ne danger of their verging 
towards apostacy. Since my arrival 
in this country I have labored in the 
Manchester Conforence, first, as Tra- 
velling Elder, and afterwards, being 
called to preside over the Conference. 
A number have been baptized there 
during the past year, but this result I 
do not attribuie eugt! to my own 
labors, or the labors associ- 


that I have rejoiced 


rence, and, although fully realizing 
my own weakness in being placed in 
such a position, have endeavored to 
fill it to the best of my ability, and to 
exercise sufficient faith to call down 
the blessings of God upon me, that 
my strength’ might be commensurate 
with the work entrusted to me. 

had a desire to serve the Lord from 
my infancy, and prayed to him that 
he might show me the way, and he 
was merciful unto me, heard my pray: 
ers, and sent one of his servants to me, 
who taught me the plan of salvation 48 
revealed in the Gospel.. My expert 


ence in my labors has been that if we 
have faith in God, the people will 
believe our testimony, that if we 


wish to impart light and knowledge 
unto others, we must develop the same 
principles within ourselves.. 

“% Elder James Ure said—I arrived in 
this eoun in the year 1864, and 
labored first in the Edinburgh Confe- 
rence. I was afterwards _aee 
preside over the Dundee 


| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
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and after continuing there a short time, : 
was recalled to Edinburgh to take 
charge of the Conference. We have 
not increased greatly in numbers there, 
as it is very difficult to get access to 
the people in that city. Civil pro- 
tection in street os is afforded 
to all religious denominations, with 
the exception of the Latter-day Sain 

and the Elders are often mob 

while en to proclaim the 
principles of truth, especially when 
they testify that God has again spoken 
from the heavens, and raised up Pro- 
phets and Apostles to lead the-people 
in the ways of life everlasting. e 
preached in the open air in one part 
of the country, and convinced some of 
our hearers of the necessity of bap- 
tism for the remission of sins; the 
result being that they applied to the 
Baptists in order that that ordinance 
might be administered to them. We 
then went a step further, and taught 
them the necessity for the existence of 
a Divinely authorized Priesthood, and 
they began to waver. I believe that 
some of them will be baptized into the 
Chureh on ourfreturn. I can say that 
I have been much blessed in my labors 
in this country, and that the Edin- 
burgh Conforence is in a more prosper- 
ous condition than it was some time 


ago. 

President Young stated that Elder 
John Smith, who formerly presided 
over the Edinburgh Conferences, and 
now labored in it as a Travelling Elder, 
desired to emigrate in the spring. 
He therefore pro that brother 

Smith should be released from travel- 
‘Ling to prepare for emigrati The 
notion was carried unanimously. 

_ Elder Joshua K. Whitney said—It 
1s nearly three years since I arrived in 
this country on a mission, I labored 
first for the period of ten months in 
the Warwickshire Conference, under 
the direction of Elder Robert Pixton, 


and whilst travelling there tized a 
few persons, I used to ny 
houses of the people, bear my 


estimony to the truth of the Work of 
God and the Divine : 


Mission of the leaders of the Church, 


and tell them that the people were | 


being gathered out from these lands 
i accordance with the prophecies of 
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authority of the | | 


the Hull ce whet It | 
comfort and bless the people; 


which I was appointéd to ‘take 


ords whe 

when I grew up to manhood, 

quired of the Lord and he gave 

testimony fer myself. I had no | 

derful manifestations afforded meyand 
aD 


did not have the privilege of sy 
angel, I baile on the 


ings of the people, on the 


[ saw plainly that the power of God 
nad them, and the Lord was 
graciously pleased to grant unto mee 
knowledge that the principles taught 
by them were true, and that they bad 
er Stephen W, Alley: 
have looked forward to this 
with much. pleasure, 1. felt) deter 
ing called on 


cient men. TI next ed over 


| 
| 
| 
of the Jundee Jonie nee where 
have remained up to this date. ne 
is small in but 
the e are improving, and we — 
have beptihed vee A ‘Ben 
placed so that have, comy 
with many of the 
thren, I have not been so much privi- = 
leged as many of the Elders, 
have been blessed and prospered far = 
beyond my expectations, and have én= — 
joyed myself much in my labors. IF | 
was brought up by good parents, aid © 
culties they had had to contend with, 
asking myself the question, whod 
to go forth and perform my duties 
an honorable manner, and have 
the same feelings since I came Rem. 7 
I have labored to the.best..0% my 
ability in the Derby, and) 
Conferences, preaching to the pag 
and baptizing a few; however 
have done any it Des 
through the assistance of the. 
have now la red for period 
there until the General .Coum 
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in January, 1864, when I was ap- 
inted to preside over the Liverpool 
nference, and have had much plea- 


gure in laboring in connection with 


of the "local 


the brethren there. When I came to 
Liverpool the Conference was involved 
in debt, but, through the co-operation 
Priesthood, we are now 
free from any incumbrance, and the 


‘ Conference is in a good condition. 


The Conference numbers 10 Branches, 
comprising 324 members, and 39 have 


been baptized during the 
I feel thankful for the 
emigrating, but, my desires are con- 
tinually to assist in strengthening the 
hands of the Priesthood in all their 
endeavors to spread the principles of 
truth among the children of men, | 
have received many blessings from the 
Lord since I entered the Church, and 
gained an experience in my labors in 
the ministry that will prove beneficial 
to me in future life. 


(To be continued.) 


EXTRACTS FROM STEPHENS’ 


AND CATHERWOOD’S TRAVELS 


IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 


(Continued from page 89.) 


The Indians had superstitious fears ‘ limity pervading these unknown ruins. 


about remaining at night among the 
ruins, and left us alone, the sole 
tenants of the "ee of unknown 
kings. Little did they who built it 
think that in a few years their royal 
line would perish and their race be 
extinct, their city a ruin, and Mr. 
Catherwoed, Pawling, and I and Juan 
its sole tenants. Other strangers had 
been there, wondering like ourselves. 
Their names were written on the walls, 
with comments and figures ; and even 
here were marks of those low, grovel- 
ling spirits which delight in profaning 
holy places. Among the names, but 
not of the latter class, were those of 
acquaintances: Captain Caddy and 
Mr. Walker; and one was that ofa 
countryman, Noah O. Platt, New 
York. He had gone out to Tobasco 
as supercargo of a vessel, ascendin 
one of the rivers for lozwood, an 
while his vessel was loading visited 
the ruins. His account of them had 
‘given me a strong desire to visit them 
ng before the opportunity of doing 
so presented itself. 
igh up on one side of the corridor 
was the name of William Beanham, 
‘and under it was a stanza written in 
lead By means of a tree with 
notches cut in it, I climbed up and 
read the lines. The rhyme was faulty 
and the spelling bad, but they brea- 


— 


thed a deep sense of the moral sub- a journey which no man in that coal 


The author seemed, too, an acquaint: 
ance. I had heard his story in the 
vill He was a young Irishman, 
sent by a merchant of Tobasco into the 
interior for purposes of small traffic; 
had passed some time at Palenque and 
in the neighborhood ; and, with his 
thoughts and feelings turned strongly 
toward the Indians, after dwelling 
upon the subject for some time, re- 
solved to penetrate into the country of 
the Caribs. His friends endeavored 
to dissuade him, and the Prefect told 
him—-‘ You have red hair, a florid 
complexion and white ski and they 
will either make a god of you, 
keep you among them, or else 

eat you ;” but he set off alone and on 
foot, crossed the river Chacamal, and 
after an absence of nearly a year, re- 
turned safe, but naked and emaciated, 
with his hair and nails long, having 
been eight days with a single Carib on 
the banks of a wild river, searching 
for a crossing-place, and living upon 
roots and herbs. He built a hut on 
the borders of the Chacamal river, 
lived there with a Carib servant, pre 
paring for another and more protrac- 
ted journey among them, un 
length some boatmen, who came to 
trade with him, found him lying in his 
hammock dead, with his skull split 
open. He had escaped the dangers of 
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try dared encounter, to die by the| the circumstances of their first dip- 
hands of an assassin in a moment of | covery. | 


fancied security. His arm was hang-| The account is, that in the” 
ing outside, and a book lying on the | 1750, a party of , we | 
d; probably he was struck while | in the interior of 


un . 

reding. The murderers, one of whom | to the lands north of ‘the district of 
was his servant, were caught, and weer the province of Chiapas, 
were then in prison in Tobasco. Un-/ when at once they found, in the 
fortunately, the people of Palenque | midst of a vast solitude, ancient stone 
had taken but little interest in any- | buildings, the remains of a city, still - 
thing except the extraordinary fact of | embracmg from eighteen to tw 

his visit among the Caribs and his re- | four miles in extent, known to 
turn safe. All his papers and collec- | Indians the name of Casas de 
tion of curiosities were scattered and | Piedras. m my knowledge of the 
destroyed, and with him died all the | country, [ am at a loss to conjecture 
fruits of his labors ; but were he still | why a party of Spaniards were travel- 
living, he would be the man, of all | ling in that forest, or how they could 
others, to accomplish the discovery of | have done so. I am inclined to be- 
that mysterious city which had se | lieve rather that the existence of the | 
much affected our imaginations. ruins was discovered by the Indi 

As the ruins of Palenque are the | who had clearings in different parts 

first which awakened attention to the | the forest for their corn-fields, or pe 
existence of ancient and unknown | haps was known to them from time 
cities in America, and as, on that ac- | immemorial, and on their report the 
count, they are more interesting to the | inhabitants were induced to visit them. 
public, it may not be amiss to state , 


(To be continued.) 


— 


(HE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


HARDNESS OF HEART—HUMILITY NECESSARY. 
| 


Ir is evident that the labors of the servants of God will not for the present be — 
discontinued in these lands, but it is also certain that the primitive innocenoe.of — 


the nations is fast disappearing, and country villages are assuming all the view ~ 


of the metropolis ; indeed, for many years the former, through cireumstanee® 
have not exhibited a very high standard of morality, and individuals whe 
struggle to free themselves from the insidious folds of the monster. of sinand 
“orruption, which pervades society, but sink themselves deeperin the horrible 
Pit which engulphs alike the young and the aged. The evil. lies im this, 
‘hat Christian leaders seek to purify the stream which flows direotly frome 
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106 EDITORIAL. 


corrupt fountain, consequently their efforts are of non-effect, and men tum ts 
infidelity and the pleasures of the world, Many instances are recorded, thai 
in the early days of the Church, wher the Elders preached the plain principle 
of the Gospel, the hearts of the people were softened, they gladly received the 
truth, and hundreds were brought into the true fold of Christ, signs following 
the believer. The Elders have even gone among entire strangers, and been 
enabled to heal the sick, cast out devils, cause the blind to see and the lame to 
leap asa hart. Faith did then abound among the inhabitants of the Christian 
world ; but gradually the people have closed the way for the manifestations of 
the Spirit, until now those gifts and blessings which were alike intended forall 
the children of God, are confined to the few and widely-scattered Latter-day 
Saints. 

How often does history repeat itself, and how true the words of Solomon, 
“There is nothing new under the sun.” Let us glance for a moment at a 
passage in the book of Nephi, which reads thus :—‘‘ And it came to pass that 
thus passed away the ninety and fifth year also, aad the people began to forget 
those signs and wonders which they had heard, and began to be leas and less 
astonished at a sign or a wonder from heaven, insomuch that they began to be 
hard in their hearts, and blind in their minds, and began to disbelieve all 
which they had heard and seen, imagining up some vain thing in their hearts, 
tha. it was wrought by men, and by the power of the devil, to lead away and 
deceive the hearts of the people; and thus did Satan get possession of the 
hearts of the people again, insomuch that he did blind their eyes and lead them 
away to believe that the doctrine of Christ was a foolish and a vain thing.” 
These were the descendants of a people who had been taught for six hundred 
years, the signs by which they might know when Christ their Savior would 
make his appearance on the earth; yet nine years had scarcely passed away 
from the time the signs had been given, until we behold them imagining vai 
and foolish things, and hardening their hearts insomuch that the Spirit of the 
Lord ceased to strive with them as a people. How like the Christian world of 
to-day! Those miracles recorded in Holy Writ, which fill men with astonish- 

‘ment and awe, are no greater than those now wrought by the power of God 
among ‘bis children, and witnessed with so much apathy by this generation. 
No history, religious or profane, speaks of a period when so much prophecy 
has been fulfilled before the eyes of all nations, as within the last thirty years; 
and the voices of the servants of God have resounded like a trump from Cape 
Horn to Greenland, and from the burning sands of South Africa to the 
northern confines of Europe, testifying unto jthe people of these things, and 
warning them of the great and terrible day of the Lord. But the masses of 
the people have hardened their hearts and rejected these glad tidings, although, 
mayhap, those very individuals have repeated the Lord’s Prayer daily for 
‘many years, never supposing His kingdom would come in their day. Un- 
belief and hardness of heart have plunged the world into the maelstrom of = 
in which we now behold it ; and wickedness is rapidly increasing in the midst 
of the people, because they have rejected the manifestations of the Spirit o 
God, and, as we have previously stated, it is being withdrawn from the nations 

It is difficult for the Saints to “believe all things, and hope all things, #4 


endure all things,” and occasionally individuals have openly 
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‘NEWS FROM HOME. “07 
yonder that God did not, by some mysterious power, induce influential men of 
the world to join the Church, that His Work might increase in numbers mote 
rapidly, and be more tolerated by men, thus in their hearts delegating ante the 
created a power superior to the Creator. When we see the Saints advancing 
ch vain and fallacious arguments, we are at once convinced that humility has 
been replaced by a darkness which tends to apostacy, and our prayer unto Ged 
is, that the Saints will not suffer their minds to be influgnced by the black 
clouds of unbelief which are so surely setting on the minds of their friends and 
the people at large, who wilfully turn their eyes from the ray of heavenly 
light which is equally intended for all the immortal creations of our Father.tj 


To tHe In ZION WHO HAVS FRieNDs IN THIS CounTRY. — Now 
that the season for emigration is approaching, we are constantly receiving 
letters from people residing in various parts of this Mission, announcing that 
they have received a letter or letters from the Valley—quoting the name of 
some influential man as the wri!er—informing them that if they can borrow 
or induce the Church to advance the means necessary for their emigration, to 
do so, and come without fail. The writers of these letters in Zion proffer to 
pledge themselves, and all that they possess, for the refunding of such monies, 
immediately on the arrival of their friends in Utah. It may be well to inform 
those individuals who give such advice to their friends in this country, that it 
is wholly uncalled-for, and is placing the Presidency of this Mission in & posi- 
tion which is trying and disagreeable, having to turn a deaf ear to the prayers 
and entreaties of the Saints for deliverance. The brethren in Zion should 
realize that if they have not’the means to warrant them in making such pro- 
mises to the Saints in these lands, such letters are unwise, and very injurious 
to the Cause, and that if they have the means to pay for the emigration of their 
friends, they are wilfully striving to place a grievous burthen on the 
Church. Those who act in this manner, we opine, are desirous of retaining 
the good will of their friends by fair promises, without ever intending to 
redeem their pledged words ; for, they cannot be ignorant of the fact, that by 
paying their money into President Young’s office in Great Salt Lake City, such 
means would, at the earliest practicable moment, become available to their 
friends in this country. News and Darty TeLecraPH please copy.g 


x NEWS FROM HOME. 


Wt have received files of the Daily Telegraph up to the 8th of January last, 
m which we make the following extracts :—S, B. Reed, Esq. the ehiet 
néineer of the Union Pacific Railroad Compagy, forthe district embracing 
— is how at his home in Illinois, preparing a report fof his explorations 

* that great national highway to the Pacific. Mr. R. was a quiet, 0 
feutleman, indefatigable in his labors, sober and moral in all his relations, and 
Ws such a person as such a gigantic work required. Free from everything bat 
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the duties before him, he pursued his explorations with perseverance a 
tenacity, and has been warmly commended by the Company. In connection with 
this subject, it will afford our community pleasure to learn that the Directoy 
of the Company passed the following resolution :—‘‘ Resolved, that the Pres 
dent of this Company be requested to address a letter of thanks to Governg 
Brigham Young, of Utah, for the uniform kindness and assistance extended ty 
the engineer corps of this Company, whilst making preliminary reconnaisaney 
and surveys fur the Union Pacific Railroad Company, through the Territory of 
Utah, and for the interest he has manifested in the success of the Road.” h 
fowarding this resolution to Governor Young, General John A. Dix, President 
of the Company, expressing their thanks, adds :—‘‘ The aid you have rendered 
to them, and the zealous co-operation the Directors have received from you in 
entering on the great work, which is to unite the two oceans, and bind the 
States of the Union together by new, and as we trust, indissoluble ties.” 

Mr. Jennings received the first contribution of merchandize from California, 
via the Colorado, on the 5th of January. It has been a long time on the way, 
but nevertheless it establishes the fact that merchandise can be brought up the 
Colorado to Callville, as a portion of this train was landed there. We hearof 
some rational proposition having recently been made by California houses # 
our Utah merchants about forwarding on that way on advantageous terms. lt 
is said that the houses alluded to are willing to send goods at their risk to 
Calville within a specified number of days, claiming freightage only on the 
arrival of goods there. 

The Denver News says, General H. H. Heath is organizing an expeditionary 
force to operate against the plains’ Indians, concentrating his troops at Cottor 
wood, whenee they are to march south to the Smoky Hill, where the Indians 


are in large force. :. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ENGLAND. 
SOUTHAMPTON DISTRICT. 
Southampton, January 26, 1866. 

President Brigham Young, jun. 

Dear Brother,—Feeling that a letter 
from me would be acceptable, I avail 
myself of this opportunity to report 
in a concise manner the condition of 
this District. 

The Southampton Conference, over 
which Elder A. N. Hill presides, is 
flourishing ; the general feeling of the 
Saints is to do their duty, and the 
spirit of gathering is almost universal. 

he Read Conference, presided over 
by Elder J. N. Beck, is in a better 
condition than it has been for some 
time. It is now rid of an emigration 
debt of £18, and although the Saints 


felt it rather severely whilst paying \t, 
they now rejoice in knowing that they 
have done their duty. he Saints 
composing the Dorsetshire Conference, 
over which Elder H. Shurtleff presided 
during the last year, are doing well; 
they are improving in financial matters, 
and I expect to see them continue 
progress so long as oe out the 
instructions given. ith few es 
ceptions they are desirous to do thelr 
bess to roll forward this t Work, 
that they may lay claim to the ble 
sings which are being poured out upo® 
the righteous. The Channel Islands 

orman, is im woe 
be a t comifort to the Saints 
those if an Elder from Zios 
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your behalf, and that you will be — 
enabled to fully perform all the re- 
sponsible duties that devolve upon — 
you, I remain your brother in the © 
truth, 


we sent to labor in their midst. 
Rother Merrill and I visited them in 

ssummer, and brother J. H. Don- 
lion spent about two months with 
hem in the fall; our visits had a 

utary effect. 

Ithink I am safe in saying that the 
District is in good working order. 
Tithe paying is becoming more general 
mong the Saints. Many expect to 
migrate the coming season, and as 

ey are known by their fruits, I can- 
ot help thinking that we have many 
rood people in this part of the vine- 
rand ; but, of course, as the ‘‘ Gospel 
st catches all kinds,” we have a few 
ho must shortly be cast out unless 
hey speedily repent, for they are 
mown, although they may think to 

rade the eyes of the Elders; and I 
believe there is a time when even for- 
bearance ceases to be a virtue. 

[feel much blessed through having 
pitended the General Council at Bir- 
mingham, for truly my heart was 
made to rejoice while assembling with 
be representatives of God’s kingdom 
nn this side of the Atlantic, and listen- 
ing to the testimonies borne, and the 
postructions given. I must not close 
uis communication without expressing 
he joy I also experienced at the Dis- 
net Conference held in Birmingham 
January 1 am confident that, 
in tendering my warmest thanks to, 
Presidents Kimball and Nicholson, 
and the Saints in their fields of labor, 
ior the kind entertainment we re- 
eved at their hands, Ido but speak 
the feelings of all the brethren labor- 
one in the Southampton District, who 
bad the privilege of attending the 
ouneil and Conference. 

{tis with great pleasure that I anti- 
pate returning home to Utah in the 
ping; and when that important 
Period arrives, I shall take unbounded 
Mtisiaction in transferring the general 
‘ versight and charge of these Confe- 
to my successor, Elder A. N. 
we. whose fatherly manner and long 

‘perience in the Church will no doubt 

ii for him the esteem and affections 


the Saints, 


L shall now close, as I to 
t Ring the 
4 rus at t ‘ 
the Saints the Mis- 
will be heard and -answered in. 


| 


C. W. Sraywer. 


ENGLAND. 
LONDON DISTRICT. 
London, Feb. 3, 1866. 
President Brigham Young, Jun. 

Dear Brother,—As I am about leav- | 
ing this country, by appointment, to go 
to New York, to assist in receiving 
forwarding the emigrating Saints, I 
have thought of writing and giving a 
cursory report of my past labors. At 
the same time permit me, through the 
medium of the wen! to express 
grateful feelings and thanks to you ial | 
all the Saints with whom I have been 
so long and agreeably associated during © 
my mission to this land. 

On my arrival at Liverpool on the 
20th of July, 1863, I was assigned by 
President George Q. Cannon to labor 
as travelling Elder in the Edinburgh 
Conference. On the 10th of October 
following, I was released from that 
dut wad appointed to the Presidency 
of the Scottish District, coupe 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Dundee Con- 
ferences, from which I was released on 
the 5th of January, 1864, and appointed 
to presi don Distric 
comprising the Lon 
Essex Conferences. In the discharge 
of the duties of my calling, since my 
appointment in those Districts, I have 
experienced much pleasure and satia- 
faction to myself, and, I feel confident, - 
that my desires and efforts have not 
been in vain to do to others. 
Truly, the Lord has blessed me and 
verified his word, which was pronounc- 
ed upon m head by the mouth of his 
servants when I was set apart to this 
mission, namely, ‘‘ The Spirit of 
shall be with thee in greater measure 
and in power than it has been 
before,” which saying has been ful- © 
filled ; for the Lord has confirmed bis - 
word through my administration as an 
Elder in Israel, by signs following the — 
believer, to which many can bear wit- 
ness; and I wish to leave on record 

I have faithfally to lift 
up my voice in testimony and warring? 
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110 SUMMARY OF 


whenever I have had an opportunity, | to abide in faithfuln emancipaly 
and more especially in the aaa Metro- | themselves from Babylon in due time, 
polis ; not only in the halls, but in the | gather to Zion and enjoy the blessing 
open streets and public thoroughfares, | that are to be bestowed upon tho» 
I have borne my humble testimony | who in meekness and humility shall 
that the Lord has spoken from the | withstand the temptations of the word 
heavens in these days, and called pro- | and have kept the commandments 
hets and apostles, inspiring men, as | the Lord. y heaven’s blessing'at- 
in days of old; that Joseph Smith was | tend, and the angels of His presene : 
a prophet of the living God, and that | guard them, that they may all meetin Mae 
Brigham Young, his successor, is a} Zion and join in everlasting praises to alik 
prophet, seer, and revelator, to hold | our God. by 3 
the keys of the holy Priesthood in this| I cannot close this letter without eee 
last dispensation, lead Israel, and build | expressing my ae gratitude t the 
= the kingdom of God on the earth. | Presidents Cannon, Wells, and you imp 
This testimony I- have often borne | self, for the kind consideration, wie fae &@ 
during my ministry ; and I invite all | and judicious instruction and counsel 
who have a desire to be saved to give | and the many blessings of which I have of tl 
diligent heed to the important message | been the grateful recipient since labor Ut 
borne by the servants of God to this| ing under their your adminit ng, 
eneration, obey the ordinances of the | tration. _ 
ospel as taught by the Latter-day| 1am happy to be able to report that the 
Saints, and gather out from the lands | the Work is progressing here. The — 
of tyranny, oppression, poverty, and | spirit and desire of gathering seem as | 
woe, to the mountain of the Lord, to| prevail universally among the Sains “ 
the house of the God of Jacob; that | in this District, and there will, nm ‘ : 
He may teach them bis ways, and that | doubt, be a large emigration from i ' 
they may walk in his paths; so that | this year. From the spirit of inquiry - 
they may learn more perfectly the way | abroad after the truth, we are also led val 
of life and salvation before the nations | to conclude, that by the blessing of the ” 
are made to feel the wrath and chasten- | Lord, their places will be filled and -" 
ing hand of Almighty God. many more added :to the Church the 
To the Saints of the London and | coming season. For this I earnestly Bj 
Scottish Districts, who have ministered | pray ; and also, that I may be enabled * 
in great kindness to my necessities, | to faithfully discharge the duties m my mi 
have cheerfully listened to and sought | new field of labor. And may the bles 
to carry out the instruction and coun- | sing of the Lord our God rest upon and 


sels of the servants of God, and nobly | sustain you in the responsibilities of 

supported me in helping to roll on the | your high and holy calling, is my mot Hi 

work of the Lord, I return my thanks | fervent prayer.—I remain, your bro - 

for their kindness, and I say, God bless | ther in the Gospel, | 
( them, together with all the Saints of Tsaac BubLoog. 


the European Mission, and enable them i 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

EnGLanp.—The arrangements made for the Queen’s attendance in the Hous 
of Lords on the 6th instant, and the delivery of the Speech from the Throne, 
were strictly carried out. Beyond being present, her Majesty took no part 2 
the proceedings, the S being read by the Lord Chancellor. The Speech # 
longer than usual, and not quite so meanin and vague as were the Royil 
addresses prepared under the supervision of the late Premier. Her Ma 
observes with satisfaction that the United States are wisely repairing the 
of civil war, and declares that the abolition of slavery is an event which b# 
evoked the cordial sympathies and congratulations of this wea oe After at 
mising that the correspondence which has passed between 
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BUMMAMY OF NEWS. 


Ministers and the Government of the United States on the: ct of claim 
logses sustained by the operations of Confederate cruisers .be laid: Befoss 
Parliament, the Queen refers to South American affairs, and notifies that diplay> 
matic relations between this country and Brazil have been resumed—a result-t) * 
which the good offices of the King of Portugal materially contributed. “Her ~ 
Majesty regrets that peaceful relations between Spain and Chili have been” 
interrupted, but hopes that as Spain has accepted the mediation of England~ 
and France in the matter, the cause of disagreement may be removed im a 
manner honorable and satisfactory to each of the disputants. Part three opens 
with a reference to Fenianism, which is described as “‘a conspitacy adverse 
alike to authority, property, and religion, and disapproved and condemned alike _ 
by all who are interested in their maintenance, without distinction of class or 
creed.” The ordinary constitutional powers have been exercised to suppress 

the treasonable movement, and the authority of the law has been and . 
impartially vindicated. Last, but not least in importance, is an allusion to 
Reform ; but while it is stated that a bill on the subject will be submitted to — 
Parliament in the course of the session, not the slightest clue to the character 

of the measure is given. 

Itaty.— A diplomatic correspondence has been published in Madrid, contain-. ~ 
ing, it is thought, a far clearer exposition of the views of the French Govern-’ 
ment upon the question of the sovereignty of the Pope than any yet given to _ 
the public. The September convention leaves the Pope as a temporal sovereign 
responsible for his actions, and if he remain obstinately op to all reform, 
as heretofore, he may destroy his temporal power, and then France will not set 
it upfor him again. This is said to be a correct interpretation of the intentions 
of the Emperor of the French. 

Spaiv.—The Madrid correspondent of the Times says that General Prim, in 
his progress through the Portuguese provinces, was most enthusiastically re- 
ceived and hospitably entertained. Should the gallant officer settle in Yortu- 
gal, itis the opinion of the above writer that three months will not x ad 
before he returns to Madrid a conqueror or a friend. All classes of thei 
bitants of Madrid are said to regard the general’s attempt to raise an insur- 
rection as by no means a heinous offence, and an impression prevails that a 
rising of far greater importance, and fraught with momentous consequences to 
Spain, will before long take place, the general sympathy of the people being 
with the insurgents. Notwithstanding the wish of the bent of Spain to exer- 
cise her clemency towards an officer under sentence of death for military 
sedition at Alcala, the capital punishment has been inflicted, in consequence 
of Marshal O’Donnell signifying to the Sovereign that she must look for ano 
ther Minister to indorse her act of clemency. tt is said that many regard this 
execution as a grievous blunder on the part of the Spanish Minister, and be- 
lieve “that the blood thus wantonly spilt will choke the shedder at no distant 
wel for he also has been a rebel and a traitor, and thriven upon similar 

France.—A rumor is current in Paris that Prince Napoleon is on the point 
of starting for Italy to superintend im person excavations in certain portions of _ 
the ancient kingdoms of Sicily. The Paris correspondent of the Daily Telegraph’ © 
gives publicity to a report widely circulated in Paris, to the effect that farther: 
and even more serious complications between France and America had arisen*” 
out of the conduct of the Federal soldiery in crossing the Rio Grande amd. «< 
raring Bagdad. The above writer, however, puts not the slightest faith m oe 
report, and thinks that the between France and America... 

p Tesult in no war, except the war of words which has already commenced im = 
Sealine a, holding contrary opinions upon this question. A Paris corre 
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| 
he cannot pay the money 
mperor Maximilian has, it is stated, that will quit the Mexican 
ton owes to France, and, moreo the French troops hae 
lerritory as soon as the date of the r prevails that a new 
fixed. Amongst political circles in Paris will shortly be concluded. _ 
dition treaty between England and France a 


